
Tales from the Pitt Panthers

The Pitt Panthers or the Pittsburgh Panthers? Even their name evokes an argument, a touch of
controversy. For anyone who has followed the football and basketball fortunes of the
University of Pittsburgh, however, controversy is just one of many facets of Pittâ€™s
programs throughout the institutionâ€™s very long history. Pitt has fielded a football team
since 1890 and will celebrate its 100th year of basketball in 2005. Both programs have
experienced plenty of success, periods of failure, lots of humor, and some old-fashioned
heartbreak along the way. Tales from the Pitt Panthers goes straight to the people who have
lived with and contributed to the stories of Pitt football and basketball, including players,
coaches, administrators, and fans. Author Sam Sciullo Jr. does not intend the book to be a
chronological history of either sport, but rather a look back at some of famousâ€”and
not-so-famousâ€”games, teams, incidents, and personalities from both the football and
basketball programs. From the recruitment of football legends like Marshall Goldberg, Tony
Dorsett, and Dan Marino, to the basketball prowess of Charley Hyatt and Charles Smith, Tales
from the Pitt Panthers takes a behind-the-scenes look at a major metropolitan areaâ€™s sports
team that continue to excite and, at times, confound its loyalists. This is a book for fans that
have ever wondered what it was like to be in the locker room just moments before the opening
kickoff or have thought about the emotions felt in the aftermath of a key victory or a crushing
loss. Included are stories about Tony Dorsett running to the Heisman Trophy and Pittâ€™s
national championship season in 1976, a 1970 basketball game at the Field House when a
brash point guard decided to take strategy into his own hands, the things Larry Fitzgerald
learned from his near-miss shot at the Heisman Trophy in 2003, and Jamie Dixonâ€™s
thoughts when school officials searched for Ben Howlandâ€™s replacement after the 2003
season. Tales from the Pitt Panthers offers a wide-angled look at Pitt football and basketball
from several different perspectives, from both inside and outside the program.
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